
INVITED TO A BETTER RESURRECTION
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In Churchianity ... Resurrection is hardly ever mentioned.  The most 
common view is that you will go to Heaven ... so ... why would you need a 
resurrection?  It's of minimal importance. 

But ... not for us. One of the key teachings of the Bible ... there will be 
a Resurrection of the Dead!!

Hebrews 6:1-2
Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let 
us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from 
dead works and of faith toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying 
on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.

1 Corinthians 15:12-18
Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from the dead, how do 
some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if 
there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not risen. And if 
Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also 
empty. Yes, and we are found false witnesses of God, because we have 
testified of God that He raised up Christ, whom He did not raise up—if in 
fact the dead do not rise. For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not 
risen. And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your 
sins! Then also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.

1 Corinthians 15:20
But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the 
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. (If there are 
firstfruits ...that applies there are more).

1 Corinthians 15:22-24
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For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. But 
each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who 
are Christ's at His coming. Then comes the end, when He delivers the 
kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all 
authority and power.

We need a resurrection ... it is key.  This is our hope.

Acts 23:6
But when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the other 
Pharisees, he cried out in the council, “Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, 
the son of a Pharisee; concerning the hope and resurrection of the 
dead I am being judged!”

Acts 23:7-10
And when he had said this, a dissension arose between the Pharisees and 
the Sadducees; and the assembly was divided. For Sadducees say that 
there is no resurrection—and no angel or spirit; but the Pharisees confess 
both. Then there arose a loud outcry. And the scribes of the Pharisees’ 
party arose and protested, saying, “We find no evil in this man; but if a 
spirit or an angel has spoken to him, let us not fight against God.”
Now when there arose a great dissension, the commander, fearing lest Paul 
might be pulled to pieces by them, commanded the soldiers to go down 
and take him by force from among them, and bring him into the barracks.

Acts 24:10-15
Then Paul, after the governor had nodded to him to speak, answered: 
“Inasmuch as I know that you have been for many years a judge of this 
nation, I do the more cheerfully answer for myself, because you may 
ascertain that it is no more than twelve days since I went up to Jerusalem 
to worship. And they neither found me in the temple disputing with anyone 
nor inciting the crowd, either in the synagogues or in the city. Nor can 
they prove the things of which they now accuse me. But this I confess to 
you, that according to the Way which they call a sect, so I worship the 
God of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the Law 
and in the Prophets. I have hope in God, which they themselves also 
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accept, that there will be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just 
and the unjust.

Acts 24:25
Now as he reasoned about righteousness, self-control, and the judgment 
to come, Felix was afraid and answered, “Go away for now; when I have a 
convenient time I will call for you.” (There is a judgment of the dead ... 
so ... there will be a resurrection).

Some of the scriptures compare death like being asleep.  When you die ... 
you are dead. It is over.  Unless ... there is a resurrection.

Ecclesiastes 2:4-11
I made my works great, I built myself houses, and planted myself 
vineyards. I made myself gardens and orchards, and I planted all kinds of 
fruit trees in them. I made myself water pools from which to water the 
growing trees of the grove. I acquired male and female servants, and had 
servants born in my house. Yes, I had greater possessions of herds and 
flocks than all who were in Jerusalem before me. I also gathered for 
myself silver and gold and the special treasures of kings and of the 
provinces. I acquired male and female singers, the delights of the sons of 
men, and musical instruments of all kinds.
So I became great and excelled more than all who were before me in 
Jerusalem. Also my wisdom remained with me.
Whatever my eyes desired I did not keep from them.
I did not withhold my heart from any pleasure,
For my heart rejoiced in all my labor;
And this was my reward from all my labor.
Then I looked on all the works that my hands had done
And on the labor in which I had toiled;
And indeed all was vanity and grasping for the wind.
There was no profit under the sun.  (A complete waste ... everything was  
meaningless)

Ecclesiastes 2:15-16
So I said in my heart,
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“As it happens to the fool,
It also happens to me, (we will all die!!)
And why was I then more wise?”
Then I said in my heart,
“This also is vanity.”
For there is no more remembrance of the wise than of the fool forever,
Since all that now is will be forgotten in the days to come.
And how does a wise man die?
As the fool!

Ecclesiastes 2:17-20
Therefore I hated life because the work that was done under the sun was 
distressing to me, for all is vanity and grasping for the wind. (He had 
suicidal tendencies.  He didn't think he would die and flit off to Heaven).
Then I hated all my labor in which I had toiled under the sun, because I 
must leave it to the man who will come after me. And who knows whether 
he will be wise or a fool? Yet he will rule over all my labor in which I 
toiled and in which I have shown myself wise under the sun. This also is 
vanity. Therefore I turned my heart and despaired of all the labor in 
which I had toiled under the sun.

Ecclesiastes 9:9-10
Live joyfully with the wife whom you love all the days of your vain life 
which He has given you under the sun, all your days of vanity; for that is 
your portion in life, and in the labor which you perform under the sun.
Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might; for there is no 
work or device or knowledge or wisdom in the grave where you 
are going. (Solomon believed, "while the going is good ... enjoy it!"  But ... 
we can look forward to the resurrection.  Death is not the end!!)

Psalms 17:15
As for me, I will see Your face in righteousness;
I shall be satisfied when I awake in Your likeness.
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David was a prophet and he knew that he would be resurrected to life in 
the future.

Psalms 16:7-11
I will bless the Lord who has given me counsel;
My heart also instructs me in the night seasons.
I have set the Lord always before me;
Because He is at my right hand I shall not be moved.
Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices;
My flesh also will rest in hope.
For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, (the grave)
Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption.
You will show me the path of life;
In Your presence is fullness of joy;
At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

Daniel 12:2-3
And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake,
Some to everlasting life,
Some to shame and everlasting contempt.
Those who are wise shall shine
Like the brightness of the firmament,
And those who turn many to righteousness
Like the stars forever and ever.

Daniel 12:13
“But you, go your way till the end; for you shall rest, and will arise to 
your inheritance at the end of the days.”

Hebrews 11:32-35
And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon 
and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the 
prophets: who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, 
obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of 
fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, 
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became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. Women 
received their dead raised to life again.
Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain 
a better resurrection.

John 11:11-14
These things He said, and after that He said to them, “Our friend Lazarus 
sleeps, but I go that I may wake him up.”
Then His disciples said, “Lord, if he sleeps he will get well.” However, Jesus 
spoke of his death, but they thought that He was speaking about taking 
rest in sleep.
Then Jesus said to them plainly, “Lazarus is dead.

John 11:20-27
Now Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met 
Him, but Mary was sitting in the house. Now Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if 
You had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know 
that whatever You ask of God, God will give You.”
Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”
Martha said to Him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at 
the last day.”
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who 
believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives and 
believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?”
She said to Him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of 
God, who is to come into the world.”

If there is not a resurrection ... there would be no future.  The 
resurrection is the hope.

John 11:32-44
Then, when Mary came where Jesus was, and saw Him, she fell down at 
His feet, saying to Him, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not 
have died.”
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Therefore, when Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her 
weeping, He groaned in the spirit and was troubled. And He said, “Where 
have you laid him?”
They said to Him, “Lord, come and see.”
Jesus wept. Then the Jews said, “See how He loved him!”
And some of them said, “Could not this Man, who opened the eyes of the 
blind, also have kept this man from dying?”
Lazarus Raised from the Dead
Then Jesus, again groaning in Himself, came to the tomb. It was a cave, 
and a stone lay against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”
Martha, the sister of him who was dead, said to Him, “Lord, by this time 
there is a stench, for he has been dead four days.”
Jesus said to her, “Did I not say to you that if you would believe you 
would see the glory of God?” Then they took away the stone from the 
place where the dead man was lying. And Jesus lifted up His eyes and said, 
“Father, I thank You that You have heard Me. And I know that You always 
hear Me, but because of the people who are standing by I said this, that 
they may believe that You sent Me.” Now when He had said these things, 
He cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth!” And he who had died 
came out bound hand and foot with graveclothes, and his face was 
wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Loose him, and let him go.”

Matthew 22:23-33
The same day the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to 
Him and asked Him, saying: “Teacher, Moses said that if a man dies, having 
no children, his brother shall marry his wife and raise up offspring for his 
brother. Now there were with us seven brothers. The first died after he 
had married, and having no offspring, left his wife to his brother. Likewise 
the second also, and the third, even to the seventh. Last of all the woman 
died also. Therefore, in the resurrection, whose wife of the seven will 
she be? For they all had her.”
Jesus answered and said to them, “You are mistaken, not knowing the 
Scriptures nor the power of God. For in the resurrection they neither 
marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels of God in heaven. 
But concerning the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what 
was spoken to you by God, saying, “I am the God of Abraham, the God of 
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Isaac, and the God of Jacob’ ? God is not the God of the dead, but of the 
living.” And when the multitudes heard this, they were astonished at His 
teaching.

Romans 8:28-29
And we know that all things work together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. For whom He 
foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, 
that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.  (By means of the 
resurrection)

Romans 1:1-4
Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to 
the gospel of God which He promised before through His prophets in the 
Holy Scriptures, concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of 
the seed of David according to the flesh, and declared to be the Son of 
God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection 
from the dead.

Romans 1:4 NASB
who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection 
from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ 
our Lord,

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have 
fallen asleep, (Dead) lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. For if 
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with 
Him those who sleep in Jesus.
For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive 
and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede 
those who are asleep. (Dead) For the Lord Himself will descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet 
of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive 
and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet 
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the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore 
comfort one another with these words.

1 Corinthians 15:50-54
Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. Behold, I tell you a 
mystery: We shall not all sleep, (die) but we shall all be changed— in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet 
will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we 
(believers) shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on 
incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So when this 
corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, 
then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: “Death is 
swallowed up in victory.” (For the believers)

1 Corinthians 15:58
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.

Revelation 20:4-6
And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to 
them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their 
witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the 
beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on 
their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand 
years. (But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand 
years were finished.) This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is 
he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death 
has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall 
reign with Him a thousand years.  

We shall be the wife of Jesus Christ for ever!!  A better resurrection.  
One thousand years of helping to bring in The Family of God.

Philippians 3:7-14
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But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. Yet 
indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and 
count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not 
having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; that 
I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship 
of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, if, by any means, I 
may attain to the resurrection from the dead.
Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, 
that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of 
me. Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I 
do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to 
those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of 
the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. (Paul had a clear vision of this 
resurrection from the dead ... he raced towards it).

Philippians 3:20-21
For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body that 
it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by 
which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself.

And so ... to summarise.  The resurrection is a key teaching ... foundational.  
A truth the world doesn't know.  The resurrection explains how the dead 
can live again.  And the resurrection is THE HOPE OF BELIEVERS.

WE ARE INVITED TO BE A PART OF THE SPECIAL RESURRECTION ... 
BETTER RESURRECTION.  LET'S PRESS TOWARDS THE PRIZE.
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