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It's been about 4 years since we last looked at this topic.

Most of us have our five senses ... five gateways.  We rely on these five 
gateways to reach our brain.  If we lost one or more of these senses, we 
would be limited in certain areas.  The five senses are a God-given blessing.

But there is a potential danger ... our senses only relate to the physical 
realm.  But ... the spiritual realm is more real ... not usually detected by 
our "normal senses". 

If we try to go through our life 100% with our natural senses ... we will 
be cut off from the spiritual realm.

We need to be able to see with THE EYE OF FAITH.  We need to learn 
how to use our spiritual senses.

2 Kings 6:8-20
Now the king of Syria was making war against Israel; and he consulted 
with his servants, saying, “My camp will be in such and such a place.” And 
the man of God sent to the king of Israel, saying, “Beware that you do not 
pass this place, for the Syrians are coming down there.” Then the king of 
Israel sent someone to the place of which the man of God had told him. 
Thus he warned him, and he was watchful there, not just once or twice.
Therefore the heart of the king of Syria was greatly troubled by this 
thing; and he called his servants and said to them, “Will you not show me 
which of us is for the king of Israel?”
And one of his servants said, “None, my lord, O king; but Elisha, the 
prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the words that you speak 
in your bedroom.”
So he said, “Go and see where he is, that I may send and get him.”
And it was told him, saying, “Surely he is in Dothan.”
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Therefore he sent horses and chariots and a great army there, and they 
came by night and surrounded the city. And when the servant of the man 
of God arose early and went out, there was an army, surrounding the city 
with horses and chariots. And his servant said to him, “Alas, my master! 
What shall we do?”
So he answered, “Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than 
those who are with them.” And Elisha prayed, and said, “Lord, I pray, 
open his eyes that he may see.” (The eyes of his spirit ... that which is 
not normally visible). Then the Lord opened the eyes of the young man, 
and he saw. And behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of 
fire all around Elisha. So when the Syrians came down to him, Elisha 
prayed to the Lord, and said, “Strike this people, I pray, with blindness.” 
And He struck them with blindness (their eyes were open ... but what 
they saw was an illusion) according to the word of Elisha.
Now Elisha said to them, “This is not the way, nor is this the city. Follow 
me, and I will bring you to the man whom you seek.” But he led them to 
Samaria.
So it was, when they had come to Samaria, that Elisha said, “Lord, open 
the eyes of these men, that they may see.” And the Lord opened their 
eyes, and they saw; and there they were, inside Samaria! (The enemy 
camp).

We can learn to "see" ... to comprehend that there is a real (spiritual) 
world that surrounds us.  We have to learn to see with "the eye of faith".

Numbers 22:4-6
So Moab said to the elders of Midian, “Now this company will lick up 
everything around us, as an ox licks up the grass of the field.” And Balak 
the son of Zippor was king of the Moabites at that time. Then he sent 
messengers to Balaam the son of Beor at Pethor, which is near the River 
in the land of the sons of his people, to call him, saying: “Look, a people 
has come from Egypt. See, they cover the face of the earth, and are 
settling next to me! Therefore please come at once, curse this people for 
me, for they are too mighty for me. Perhaps I shall be able to defeat 
them and drive them out of the land, for I know that he whom you bless 
is blessed, and he whom you curse is cursed.”
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Numbers 22:12-13
And God said to Balaam, “You shall not go with them; you shall not curse 
the people, for they are blessed.”
So Balaam rose in the morning and said to the princes of Balak, “Go back 
to your land, for the Lord has refused to give me permission to go with 
you.”

Balaam was a covetous man.  He wanted the rewards of being a false 
prophet.

Numbers 22:20-34
And God came to Balaam at night and said to him, “If the men come to call 
you, rise and go with them; but only the word which I speak to you—that 
you shall do.” So Balaam rose in the morning, saddled his donkey, and went 
with the princes of Moab.
Then God's anger was aroused because he went, and the Angel of the Lord 
took His stand in the way as an adversary against him. And he was riding 
on his donkey, and his two servants were with him. Now the donkey saw 
the Angel of the Lord standing in the way with His drawn sword in His 
hand, and the donkey turned aside out of the way and went into the field. 
So Balaam struck the donkey to turn her back onto the road. Then the 
Angel of the Lord stood in a narrow path between the vineyards, with a 
wall on this side and a wall on that side. And when the donkey saw the 
Angel of the Lord, she pushed herself against the wall and crushed 
Balaam's foot against the wall; so he struck her again. Then the Angel of 
the Lord went further, and stood in a narrow place where there was no 
way to turn either to the right hand or to the left. And when the donkey 
saw the Angel of the Lord, she lay down under Balaam; so Balaam's anger 
was aroused, and he struck the donkey with his staff.
Then the Lord opened the mouth of the donkey, and she said to Balaam, 
“What have I done to you, that you have struck me these three times?”
And Balaam said to the donkey, “Because you have abused me. I wish there 
were a sword in my hand, for now I would kill you!”
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So the donkey said to Balaam, “Am I not your donkey on which you have 
ridden, ever since I became yours, to this day? Was I ever disposed to do 
this to you?”
And he said, “No.”
Then the Lord opened Balaam's eyes, and he saw the Angel of the 
Lord standing in the way with His drawn sword in His hand; and he 
bowed his head and fell flat on his face. And the Angel of the Lord said to 
him, “Why have you struck your donkey these three times? Behold, I have 
come out to stand against you, because your way is perverse before Me. 
The donkey saw Me and turned aside from Me these three times. If she 
had not turned aside from Me, surely I would also have killed you by now, 
and let her live.”
And Balaam said to the Angel of the Lord, “I have sinned, for I did not 
know You stood in the way against me. Now therefore, if it displeases You, 
I will turn back.”

Romans 1:16-17
For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God 
to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the 
Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as 
it is written, “The just shall live by faith.”

"The Just (righteous) shall live by faith" ... also in Hab 2:4; Gal 
3:11 and Heb 10:38.

Hebrews 11:1
Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
not seen.

Hebrews 11:1 NLT
Faith is the confidence that what we hope for will actually happen; it gives 
us assurance about things we cannot see.

Because something is not seen ... it doesn't mean that they don't exist. 
Faith is the proof of things not seen.
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2 Corinthians 4:16-18
Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, 
yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. For our light affliction, 
which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory, while we do not look at the things which are 
seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are 
seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are 
eternal.

We are looking at things that we can't see.  Paul relied on the eye of 
faith.  It is immature to base our lives on what we see or feel or 
smell or hear or taste.

2 Corinthians 5:7
For we walk by faith, not by sight.

Hebrews 11:24-27
By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of 
God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, esteeming the reproach of 
Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the 
reward. (Which he could not see)
By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he 
endured as seeing Him who is invisible. 

Romans 4:16-22
Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so that the 
promise might be sure to all the seed, not only to those who are of the 
law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father 
of us all (as it is written, “I have made you a father of many nations”) in 
the presence of Him whom he believed—God, who gives life to the dead 
and calls those things which do not exist as though they did; who, 
contrary to hope, in hope believed, so that he became the father of 
many nations, according to what was spoken, “So shall your descendants 
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be.” And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own body, already 
dead (since he was about a hundred years old), and the deadness of 
Sarah's womb. (he didn't focus on what he saw or on his environment!!) He 
did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was 
strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, and being fully convinced 
that what He had promised He was also able to perform. And 
therefore “it was accounted to him for righteousness.”

Thankfully, Abraham "went with the eye of faith". It was a good example 
that Abraham left us.

John 20:19-29
Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the 
doors were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood in the midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the 
disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.
So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has sent Me, I 
also send you.” And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said 
to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”
Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. The other disciples therefore said to him, “We have seen the 
Lord.”
So he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, 
and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 
into His side, I will not believe.” (Thomas not only disbelieved Jesus ... 
he also disbelieved his fellow apostles!!)
And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with 
them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, 
“Peace to you!” Then He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look 
at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be 
unbelieving, but believing.”And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord 
and my God!”
Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.
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We need to see before we believe ... before any physical evidence.

Mark 5:25-34
Now a certain woman had a flow of blood for twelve years, and had 
suffered many things from many physicians. She had spent all that she 
had and was no better, but rather grew worse. When she heard about 
Jesus, she came behind Him in the crowd and touched His garment. For she 
said, “If only I may touch His clothes, I shall be made well.”
Immediately the fountain of her blood was dried up, and she felt in her 
body that she was healed of the affliction. And Jesus, immediately knowing 
in Himself that power had gone out of Him, turned around in the crowd 
and said, “Who touched My clothes?”
But His disciples said to Him, “You see the multitude thronging You, and You 
say, ‘Who touched Me?’ ”
And He looked around to see her who had done this thing. But the woman, 
fearing and trembling, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell 
down before Him and told Him the whole truth. And He said to her, 
“Daughter, your faith has made you well. Go in peace, and be healed of 
your affliction.”

NB Her faith made her well.  We have far more information than this 
lady had. 

Matthew 14:22-31
Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him 
to the other side, while He sent the multitudes away. And when He had 
sent the multitudes away, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray. 
Now when evening came, He was alone there. But the boat was now in the 
middle of the sea, tossed by the waves, for the wind was contrary.
Now in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went to them, walking on the 
sea. And when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were 
troubled, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out for fear.
But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Be of good cheer! It is I; do 
not be afraid.”
And Peter answered Him and said, “Lord, if it is You, command me to come 
to You on the water.”
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So He said, “Come.” And when Peter had come down out of the boat, he 
walked on the water to go to Jesus. But when he saw that the wind 
was boisterous, he was afraid; (Peter took his eyes off Jesus ... he 
looked at his surroundings) and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, 
“Lord, save me!”
And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him, and said to 
him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” (Peter had The Word to 
rely on!!)

Hebrews 11:6
But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to 
God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those 
who diligently seek Him.

Mark 11:12-14
Now the next day, when they had come out from Bethany, He was hungry. 
And seeing from afar a fig tree having leaves, He went to see if perhaps 
He would find something on it. When He came to it, He found nothing but 
leaves, for it was not the season for figs. In response Jesus said to it, 
“Let no one eat fruit from you ever again.”
And His disciples heard it. (Jesus is talking to a fig tree).

Mark 11:20-24
Now in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree dried up 
from the roots. And Peter, remembering, said to Him, “Rabbi, look! The fig 
tree which You cursed has withered away.”
So Jesus answered and said to them, “Have faith in God. For assuredly, I 
say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into 
the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he 
says will be done, he will have whatever he says. Therefore I say to you, 
whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you 
receive them, and you will have them.

Mark 11:24 NASB
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Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that 
you have received them, and they will be granted you.

You have to believe first.  The believing comes before 
the receiving!!  Believing is SEEING!!!

Matthew 21:20-22
And when the disciples saw it, they marveled, saying, “How did the fig tree 
wither away so soon?”
So Jesus answered and said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you, if you 
have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what was done to 
the fig tree, but also if you say to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be 
cast into the sea,’ it will be done. And whatever things you ask in 
prayer, believing, you will receive.”

It's not whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive ... it's what you ask in 
faith ... believing ... that you will receive.  It's no point praying for the 
same thing over and over and over again.  No good asking the "email 
chain" ... IT'S THE BELIEVING THAT MAKES THE DIFFERENCE.

We have to learn to walk by faith ... to learn to walk by the convictions of 
things not yet seen.  We need to take up the challenge of scripture and ...
WALK BY FAITH.
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